[image: image1.png]Lawcomm

solicitors




Home Information Packs (HIP’s)

Should you require a HIP we can ensure that these are ordered and compiled at extremely cost effective fee.  

Our dedicated team have combined their extensive knowledge, research, training and preparation into HIP development. We can prepare the pack and ensure the necessary legal content is present, in addition we can act for the vendor throughout the transaction ensuring a higher level of service through familiarisation with the property. Our use of cutting edge technology enables us to provide the most efficient and effective service imaginable. 

We have incorporated the expense of preparing the HIP into our standard costs - there is no additional fee to you or the vendor. 
Standard HIP is £289 fully inclusive.

(excludes leasehold charges, home condition report and printing)

A deferred option is £389 fully inclusive payable upon completion or within 9 months

To order contact: 0870 9999999 or e-mail: hips@lawcomm.co.uk

For further information or for agent/broker enquiries please contact Louise Hannington on 01489 864 142.

HIP’s - Your questions answered

Do you need a HIP?

It is a statutory requirement that any property on the market after the relevant commencement date, i.e 1 August 2007 for sales of homes with four or more bedrooms; 10 September 2007 for those with three or more bedrooms and 14 December for all properties, will require a HIP.

You do not need a Home Information Pack for:

· Properties where there is no marketing (e.g. sale to member of your family)

· Non residential properties

· Seasonal and holiday accommodation

· Mixed sales (e.g. shop with flat)

· Right to buy and similar sales

· Sales of portfolios of properties

· Properties not being sold with completely vacant possession

· Unsafe properties and properties to be demolished 

What can a HIP do for you?

Home Information Packs are intended to improve the home buying and selling experience for consumers and to reduce the carbon emissions from homes. The current home buying and selling process is often regarded as slow, expensive and uncertain. Moreover, most buyers are provided with little or no information about the energy efficiency of the home they are considering buying. The pack is designed to include as much information as possible upfront to avoid further expense and delay.

What are the penalties for not having a HIP and when does a HIP have to be ready?

A property can be marketed by an estate agent/seller in the timeframe set out above once the HIP has been commissioned and paid for by the seller.  Failure to comply will result in enforcement through the local Trading Standards Office 
Any agent who markets a property without a HIP post implementation date will face a fine of £200 per incident.  The fine can be cumulative (i.e. if you don’t get a HIP on a property you can be fined again).
What documents need to be in a HIP?

Required Documentation (mandatory)

· index of documents

· sale statement

· land registry and title plans

· local authority search

· water search

· energy performance certificate

· new homes warranty (new build / converted properties)

· index map search – unregistered land

What additional documents can be included in a HIP?

Authorised Documentation (optional)

· home condition report

· home use form

· home contents form

· additional searches

· environmental

· mining

· flood risk

· chancel repair liability

· know your neighbour

· legal review report

· warranties, guarantees and insurance policies relating to work or improvements carried out on the property

· copies of building regulations and planning applications  

How long does a HIP take to produce?

In the region of 2-3 weeks depending upon the time it takes to obtain search results and Energy Performance Certificate

Can my estate agent prepare a HIP?  

This is possible, although to guarantee the legal content of the HIP you may prefer to have it prepared by Lawcomm.  Please also be wary of any restrictions enabling you to transfer agents or copyright issues in not owning the HIP yourself.

